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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 6449 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, TECH, SA 

SUBJECT: SAG NUCLEAR-POWERED DESALINATION PLANT 

EMBASSY HAS HEARD FROM A RELIABLE SOURCE THAT PRINCE 
MOHAMED BIN FAISAL, HEAD OF THE SAG DESALINATION OFFICE, 

IS SERIOUSLY INTERESTED IN DEVELOPING A DESALINATION 
PLANT AT JIDDA POWERED BY A NUCLEAR REACTOR, CAPACITY 
TO BE 30 MILLION GALLONS PER DAY AND 300 TO 500 MW POWER 
GENERATION. OBSERVING THE U.S. RELUCTANCE TO ASSIST SAG 
WITH NUCLEAR POWER, THE SOURCE NOTED THAT THE FRENCH WOULD 
HAVE NO SUCH RESERVATIONS. 
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